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Great Powers must be avoided." 71 But neither to Russia
nor to England did he indicate the exact terms of the
"pledge plan/' as he wished to learn first whether it would
be acceptable to Austria. On this point he was to be kept
in nerve-racking suspense for sixty critical hours, and
finally answered in the negative!
THE 'STILLY-NICKY" TELEGRAMS
Besides informing Sazonov through the usual diplomatic
channels that Germany was mediating at Vienna to bring
Austria to a direct and satisfactory agreement with Russia,
Bethmann decided on this same evening of July 28 to have
recourse to a direct exchange of telegrams between the
Kaiser and the Tsar. In times past this "Willy-Nicky"
correspondence had often done much to cement the tra-
ditional friendship and good relations between Prussia and
Russia. It might be a help in the present time of trouble.
Accordingly, a draft telegram was drawn up in the Foreign
Office, submitted to the Kaiser, who made several changes
in it, and sent from Berlin at 1:45 A. M. on July 29:
It is with the gravest concern that I hear of the impres-
sion which the action of Austria against Servia is creating
in your country. The unscrupulous agitation that has been
going on in Servia for years has resulted in the outrageous
crime, to which archduke Franz Ferdinand fell a victim.
The spirit that led Servians to murder their own king -and
his wife still dominates the country. You will doubtless
agree with me that we both, you and me, have a common
interest as well as all Sovereigns to insist that all the persons
morally responsible for the dastardly murder should receive
their deserved punishment. In this case politics play no
part at all.
On the other hand I fully understand how difficult it is
fiGoschen to Grey, July 28, midnight; BD,, 249; this last sentence
was suppressed from BJBJB., 71, in 1914. C/. also Bethmann to Lichnow-
aky, July 28, 8:40 R.M.; K.D., 314.